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Charles was again brought before the court, and again, in the name of the liberties of the people of England, he refused to acknowledge its authority. In spite of his fatigue - for with soldiers keeping guard within his bedroom he had not lain down for two nights - he was looking, not only well, but resolute and in complete self-possession. Still refusing to plead, nor disguising his contempt for his judges, he " required time to give his reasons.'5 ec Sir," retorted Bradshaw, " it is not for prisoners to require."
" Sir," exclaimed the King, " I am not an ordinary prisoner. . . . You never heard my reasons yet."
" Your reasons are not to be heard against the highest jurisdiction."
The King pounced on him. " Show me that highest jurisdiction where reason is not to be heard." Bradshaw could only order the soldiers to take away the prisoner. He left the hall among the cheers of the crowd, mingled with cries for "Justice on the traitor" from the officers, one of whom spat in his face.
The next day, the 23rd, the King again refused to plead and was remanded till the 27th. In the interim the commissioners met privately, nominally to examine witnesses for the accusation, but largely to secure signatories for the death-warrant which was being prepared. There was an evident desire on the part of many of the judges to evade their duties at the last minute, but the organisers of the whole business saw to it that sixty-seven appeared on the final day of the trial. This was Saturday, the 27th, and the King, after a fruitless effort to speak, was forced to sit down and listen